
•	� Praise God that over 170 
Bible college students have 
graduated in recent months 
with support from Anglican 
Aid. Pray for the graduates as 
they take up their ministries.

•	� Pray that Christians in 
Africa and Australia will 
partner well in training 
and mission for the 
strengthening of the gospel 
and the body of Christ.

•	� Praise God that Bible 
colleges in DRC continue 
training leaders for God’s 
church despite ongoing 
troubles. Pray for peace 
in the country.

DR CONGO: TRAINING PASTORS IN  
A WAR ZONE - Michael Charles, 
Theological Education Advisor

At Anglican Aid we expect that at any given 
time, at least one of the 16 Bible schools we 
support in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) will be closed, forcibly relocated, or 
experiencing great hardship. This will be 
due to war or the shockingly commonplace 
danger of random violence from bandits or 
roaming rebel groups.

In 2021, Bishop William Bahemuka and the 
staff and students of the Institut Theologique 
Apolo Kivebulaya in the Diocese of Boga 
were forced to flee 100 kilometres to Bunia 
due to rebel activity. After two years of living 
without electricity or running water, they 
were able to return to Boga, only to find the 
Bible school buildings damaged, and all their 
carefully stored building materials for much-
needed renovations stolen. Through all these 
trials, the Bible school persevered in the 
vital training of leaders for God’s people. 

Further south, in the Dioceses of Goma and 
Bukavu, tribal conflicts and international 
power struggles over the control of land 
abounding in gold, precious gems, and rare 
earth minerals have generated decades 

of war between various rebel groups. Four 
diocesan Bible schools continue to operate 
in areas controlled by the M23 rebel group.

I visited Goma in early 2024 and met a 
student who had not been able to see his 
family for more than six months because they 
were in rebel territory. When M23 captured 
the key cities of Goma and Bukavu earlier 
this year, the Bible schools were closed and 
students sent home. Since then, a relative 
calm has descended, and the schools are 
running again. But ‘calm’ in Congo is not 
like calm in Australia: “Rapes, executions, 
beatings, kidnappings are not talked about 
as much, but are still all too frequent,” writes 
Bishop Martin Gordon of Goma Diocese.

Bishop William wrote that despite the 
“insecurity that has caused the loss of lives to 
thousands and displacement of millions...we 
can see the mighty hand of God taking care 
of all of us who are still alive. That situation 
has greatly affected the Church, but it 
has not stopped the mission of Christ. 
Wherever people are going for safety, they 
always move towards the Church...That is 
where they find a great comfort, [in] our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
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Michael Charles (right) with students in Goma, DR Congo.



“RICH IN CHRIST”
Peter is one of over 170 students 
supported by Anglican Aid who graduated 
from Bible schools in recent months.

God’s word has enlightened my thoughts, 
corrected my mistakes, shaped my character, 

and taught me to live with love, patience, and 
integrity. Today, my faith is stronger, my life 
more aligned with Christ, and every day is an 
opportunity to practice what I’ve learned.

In the past, I believed that prosperity or 
physical health automatically showed God’s 
favour. Now I have understood that the 
greatest blessing is eternal life, inner peace, 
and the presence of God in my life, even in 
the midst of trials. This change happened 
by continually reading the Bible, especially 
the letter of Paul to the Philippians. He knew 
suffering and poverty but still said he was 
rich in Christ.

May God bless Australian people for their 
involvement in the formation of servants in 
DR Congo.
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WE NEED EACH OTHER
“We in Africa need you,” said Bishop Alfred 
Olwa to those gathered at the Diocese of 
Sydney’s Synod in September. “We need your 
training capacity. We need you to encourage 
us in staying faithful in times of persecution 
and compromise. We need you. But the other 
side of the coin – I say this humbly – I believe 
you also need us.”

Visiting from the Diocese of Lango in Uganda, 
Bishop Alfred went on to explain that the 
church in Sydney could learn from Africa’s 
testimony of God’s power to grow the church 
in hardship and their witness of resilience 
through poverty, pain, and HIV/AIDS. And 
also their passion for prayer and praise! 

Bishop Alfred is no stranger to Sydney, 
having graduated with his PhD from Moore 
Theological College in 2012. He was visiting 
with Professor Aaron Mushenygezi, the Vice 
Chancellor of Uganda Christian University 
(UCU), where Bishop Alfred is also the 
Chair of the Council. Anglican Aid has been 
strengthening the growing church in Uganda 
and East Africa by supporting the training of 

students to study Theology at UCU for more 
than 10 years. Many are from neighbouring 
countries of Tanzania, South Sudan, and 
Burundi. Professor Aaron sincerely thanked 
all who have so generously given to support 
students at UCU.

Bishop Alfred encouraged Synod members: “I 
want to affirm that what we do together in 
training, in mission, and in partnership truly 
strengthens the gospel and the body of 
Christ!” 

Peter graduated 
from his Bible 
school in 
Kinshasa,  
DR Congo in July.

Left to right: Professor Aaron Mushenygezi, Archbishop  
of Sydney Kanishka Raffel, and Bishop Alfred Olwa


